BLORE  HEATH. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH  OF  THE  BLORE  HEATH  RURAL 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL  FOR  THE  HALF 

YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30,  139L 

To  tile  Rural  District  Councal  of  Blore  Heath. — 

Gentlemen, — 'Having  resigned  the  ofl&ce  of  Medi- 
cjal  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Blore  Heath  Rural  Dis- 
trict Council  in  June  last,  I gladly  present  to  you 
my  fkxal  sanitary  report  before  it  it  is  transmitted 
to  the  Staffordshire  County  Coimcil  and  the  Local 
Government  Board,  Whitehall,  London. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  first  half  of  the  year 
1897  are  shown  in  the  following  tables. 

Population. — Census,  1897,  2,227,  viz.,  Ashley, 
797;  Mucklestone,,  709;  Tyrley,  721. 

The  number  of  marriages  registered  in  the  Blore 
Heath  Rural  Sanitary  District  in  the  first  six 
months  of  1897  was  three,  viz.,  in  Ashley  two, 
Mucklestone  ona 


In  the  half-year  ended  Jime  30,  1897,  the  number 
of  births  registered  tn  the  Blore  Heath  district  was 
as  follows : — 


Parishes. 

Births. 

Males. 

Females 

Popu- 

lation 

Birth 
rate  per 
1000. 

Ashley  

13 

6 

7 

797 

16'31 

Mucklestone  

12 

6 

6 

709 

16-92 

Tyrley  

14 

9 

5 

721 

19-41 

Total  

39 

21 

18 

2227 

17-51 

Ihe  numbei'  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Blore 


9. 


Pieath  Rural  District  from  January  1 to  Jime  30, 
1897,  was : — 


Parishes. 

Deaths. 

Males. 

Females 

Popu- 

lation. 

Death 
rate  per 
1000. 

Ashley  

9 

6 

7 

797 

11-29 

Mucklestone  

7 

3 

4 

709 

9-87 

Tyrley  

6 

4 

2 

721 

8-32 

Total  

22 

13 

9 

2227 

9-87 

The  deaths  from  zymotio  diseases  during  the  six 
months  ended  June  30,  1897,  were  only  two,  viz.  ; — 


Zymotic  Diseases. 


Diarrhoea 

Diptheria 

Typhoid  or  Enteric 
Fever 

Erysipelas  (Phleg-1 
monous  ..  ...j 

Scarlatina 

Pertussis,  or  Hoop- } 
Cough  ...  ...  j 


Total  ... 


Under  five 
years  of  age- 
Over  five 
years  of  age. 

Total. 

Population. 

1 ___ 

Zymotic 

1 death  rate 

1 per  1,000. 

0 ! 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

j 

j 

t 

1 

1 

1 

2 

i 2227 

1 -89 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  time  before  specified 
is  shown  in  the  subjoined  table,  viz.  : 
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Of  the  twenty-two  deaths,  six  were  from  diseases 
of  the  organs  of  respiration  5 two  from  heart  disease ; 


3 


two  from  phthisis ; from  zymotic  diseases  two ; 
from  oanioer  two;  from  old  age  none. 

Births  a>nd  Deaths. — As  of  very  frequent  occur- 
rence, the  births  and  the  deaths  of  males  were  in 
excess  of  those  of  the  females. 


Vaccination. — In  April,  1897,  the  results  of  vac- 
cination in  the  Staffordshire  parishes  of  the  Dray- 
ton Union  were  as  follows,  viz.:  — 


Blore  Heath 
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Ashley 
Mucklestone 
Tyrley  .. 


13 
12 

14 


1 1 
11 
12 


2 

0 

2 


0 

0 


0 

0 


Total 


39 


34 


0 


0 


Vaccination  “versus”  Smallpox. — In  view  of  the 
enormously  great  mortality  long  generally  well 
known,  to  have  been  caused  by  smallpox,  the  most 
infectious,  lo.rthsome^  and  fatal  of  zymotic  diseases, 
no  later  than  the  17th  century  m Europe,  Asia,  and 
America,  it  is  wondrous  strange  and  lamentable 
that  vaccination.,  the  great  boon  and  protective 
against  smallpox  conferred  upon  the  human  race  by 
Dr.  Edward  Jenner,^  an  English  physician,  of  im- 
perishable fame  in  the  last  century,  is  not  now  more 
■\alued  by  people  in  the  lower  classes  of  society, 
and  it  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  vaccination 
is  very  frequently  very  inefficiently  performed  by 
medical  practitioners  net  public  vaccinators,  and 
therefore  are  4ible  to  ignore  the  well-considered 
official  instructions  issued  to  vaccinators  by  the 
Vaccination  Department  of  the  Local  Government 
Board ! The  instructions  for  efficient  vacysination 
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are  well  known  tO'  the  medical  profession.  Vac- 
cinators are  directed  toi  so  perform  the  operation  as 
to  cause  four  separate,  large,  distinct  vesicles,  about 
half-an-inch  apart,  instead  of  causing’  only  two 
vesiieles,  the  very  frequent  result  of  private  vaccina- 
tion, an  irregular  practice  very  disadvantageous  to 
the  public  vaccinators,  who  cannot  to  gain  popu- 
larity and  self-profit  honourably  acquiesce  in  the 
ignorant  prejudices  of  too  soft-hearted  mothers. 

The  litlle  cruiitions  which  occasionally  appear 
soon  after  vaccination  are  genei-ally  of  short  con- 
tinuance, and  are  nearly  always  due  to  a weakl\^, 
scrofulous,  or  some  other  faulty  state  of  the  child’s 
constitution  when  vaccinated,  and  not  dependent 
on  t(he  quality  of  the  vaccine  lymph  used,  wliich  is 
rarely  otherwise  than  perfectly  pure.  Some  infants 
Avhile  “breeding”  their  teeth,  or  “cutting”  them,  are 
affected  for  a few  days  with  an  eruption  popularly 
called  “ gum  rash,”  wfhich  is  of  no  importance, 
being  caused  by  a morbid  but  mild  humour  already 
in  the  blood,  and  which  if  determined  to  the  skin 
by  vaccination  is  much  better  there  than  longer  in 
obeyance  in  tiie  infant’s  system! 

Smallpox  should  be  carefully  guarded  against  by 
efficient  vaccination  and  re-vaccination,  especially 
in  towns,  because  this  extremely  virulent  disease 
may  at  any  time  be  suddenly  introduced  in  to  any 
locality  by  a tramp,  or  other  stranger,  as  happened 
at  INJorket  Drayton  a few  years  ago! 

Only  two  or  three  years  from  this  time  more  than 
two  thousand  persons  died  in  the  city  and  neigh- 
bourhood of  Gloucester  of  this  destructive  disease, 
owing  to  the  cowardice  and  neglect  of  the  local 
autliorities  to  take  legal  proceedings  against  ignoi'ant 
,anti-vaccinators.  Smallpox  is  now  raging  in  the  popu- 
lous town  of  INliddlesborough,  an  Yorkshire,  where 


the  number  of  cases  have  already  been  nearly  900. 
'riie  disease  was  brought  there  by  travelling  show- 
people. 

Sanitary  Transactions. — In  January,  I visited  tv/o 
mild  cases  of  scarlatina  in  the  parish  of  TjTley.  In 
February,  there  being  many  cases  of  scarlatina  in 
Halos  National  School  district,  I gave  the  Managers, 
at  the  request  of  the  Vdcar,  a certificate  to  enable 
them  to  close  the  school  for  four  weelcs  without  the 
less  of  a portion  of  the  annual  Government  grant 
to  the  school.  I directed  that  no  child  convales- 
cent from  that  fever  should  attend  school  again 
sooner  than  six  weeks  from  the  commencement  of 
the  attack,  and  that  other  children  in  an  infected 
hou.se  should  be  excluded  from  the  school  until  the 
house  and  premises  had  been  thoroughly  disinfected. 
1 visited  cases  of  scarlatina  at  Hales,  near  the  Red 
Bull  Inn  and  Oakley  Folly  Lodge,  and  two  cases 
of  diphtheria  at  Blockley  Moor  cottages. 

On  March  17,  I gave  a second  certificate  for  the 
continued  closure  of  the  Hales  school,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  continuing  pievalence  of  scarlatina 
among  the  scholars. 

In  June,  on  account  of  an  epidemic  of  measles 
in  the  Aston  National  School  district,  I gave  a 
certificate  to  cause  the  school  to  be  closed  for  four 
weeks.  The  number  of  cases  then  reported  were 
sixteen.  Certificates  were  also  given  in  June  to 
close  the  Knighton  and  Ashley  National  Schools 
for  four  weeks,  measles  being  prevalent  among  the 
scholars  of  the  school  districts.  I also-  authorised 
by  certificate  the  closing  of  the  Mucklestone  National 
School  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  whooping  cough 
in  that  district. 

I continue  to  recommend  the  use  of  chloralum  as 
an  excellent  and  very  inexpensive  disinfectant, 
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which  prevents  putrefactive  chang^e  and  the  appear- 
ance of  septic  bacteria,  and  other  noxious  animalculEe 
than  any  of  the  commonly  employed  disinfectants. 

Tobacco. — I again  advise  the  parents  of  boys  to 
forbid  the  foolish  indulgence  in,  to  them,  the  very 
pernicious  practice  of  tobacco-smoking. 

Bimial  Reform. — No  crematorium  being  available 
in  this  district  at  present,  I again  advocate  for 
sanitary  and  economic  reasons,  the  burial  of  the 
dead  in  white  deal,  instead  of  the  very  long  endur- 
ing oaken  coffins  now  in  use,  for  sentimental  display. 

Cremation  was  commonly  practised  in  this  coun- 
try by  the  Romans  during  their  settlement  here  for 
nearly  four  hundred  years,  from  83  B.C,  to  A.D. 
446,  when  they  then  reversed  the  aggressive  policy 
of  Julius  Ceesar  by  retiring  to  Italy.  Ample  proof 
of  the  custom  was  demonstrated  some  years  ago  by 
the  discovery  of  rows  of  cinerary  urns,  containing 
the  ashes  of  cremated  Roman  corpses,  in  the 
ancient  Roman  cemetery  at  Wroxeter  {“  Uri- 
conium  ”),  the  Roman  station,  near  Shrewsbury, 
veil  known  to  Shropshire  antiquarians.  Cremation, 
instead  of  earth-burial,  is  now  largely  practised 
throughout  the  civilised  world. 

Nuisances. — In  February  I tested,  and  found  to 
be  of  good  quality,  water  from  the  large  tank  in 
tho  village  of  Hales,  which  supplies  the  inhabitants 
with  their  potable  water  from  a spring  at  The 
Nook;  but  watei*  from  the  same  source,  conveyed 
thrcugih  pipes  to  the  Hales  Farmhouse  tank 
deposited  some  earthy  matter,  which  was  shown  to 
be  otherwise  not  objectionable,  and  the  use  of  it 
not  irjurious  to  health. 

At  my  last  visit  there  the  farmj'^ard  was  in  a 
remarkably  foul  state,  the  manure  being  widely 
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scattered  about  the  yard  instead  of  being  concen- 
trated in  large  heaps,  or  dunghills.  An  imperfect 
drain,  the  inlet  being  too  high  above  the  surface  of 
the  yard,  caused  the  constant  lodgment  there  of 
much  stagnant  sewage.  This  state  of  the  premises 
produced  much  “aerial  sewage,”  and  was  doubtless 
the  cause  of  several  cases  of  illness,  notably  of  sore 
throats  of  the  inmates  of  the  farm-house. 

In  March,  on  again  visiting’  the  premises  of  the 
Lloyd  F armhouse,  observed  that  the  instruction  of 
the  Blore  Rural  District  Council  relating  to  the 
abatemen''  of  nuisances  there  had  then  been  but 
imperfectly  carried  out,  inasmuch  as  there  was  a 
pig-stye,  which  contained  one,  or  more,  pigs,  other 
pig-styes  being  not  far  beyond  it,  the  nearest  stye 
to  the  house  being  only  six  feet  from  the  dairjo 
Sewage  from  the  house  and  scullery  was,  as  before, 
f-owing  down  the  bank  towards  the  brook.  On  my 
last  visit  to  the  Lloyd  Farmhouse,  I found  the 
premises  very  well  supplied  with  excellent  wmter 
conveyed  there,  through  pipes,  from  a distance  of 
three  or  four  htindred  yards;  the  sanitary  state  of 
the  house  premises  w^ere  greatly  improved. 

In  March,  when  visiting  the  cases  of  diphtheria 
in  the  cottages  at  Blocklcy  Moor,  near  Old  Springs, 
I tested  samples  of  water  from  the  well  supplying 
the  inmates  with  their  water,  and  found  itdo  be  of 
good  quality ; but  I noticed  when  inspecting  the 
premises  that  the  twm  garden  closets  there  were  too 
small  and  not  sufficiently  ventilated. 

Water. — The  large  reservoir  of  the  Market  Dray- 
ton Water  Company  in  the  Blore  Heatli  Sanitary 
District  is  abund.antly  supplied  by  numerous  springs 
wita  v/aier  of  excellent  quality. 

N. B. — The  Medical  Officer’s  annual  salary  was 
ad^ertised  to  be  £20,  but  was  suddenly  stupidly 
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reduced  to  £10  without  any  benefit  to  the  Drayton 
Union ; the  Blore  district  includes  the  three  (3) 
large  parishes  of  Ashley,  Mucklestone,  and  Tyrley ; 
Ashley  being  far  distant  from  Market  Drayton  ! 

I am,  Ger;tlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  J.  SANDFORD,  M.D.,  V.D. 

Fell.  Roy.  Med.  Chir.  Soc.  ; Consulting  Physician 
of  Market  Drayton  Cottage  Hospital,  etc.,  etc. 
Market  Drayton,  March  8,  1898. 


Re-printed  from  the  “ Newport  and  Market  Drayton 
Advertiser,”  Saturday,  March  19th,  1898. 


BLOEE  HEATH. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  HALF 
YEAR  ENDING' DECEMBER,  1897. 

To  the  Rura]  District  Council  of  Blore  Heath.— 

Gentlemen, — My  duties  a®  Medical  oflBcer  of 
Health  to  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Blore 
Heath  began  in  July,  1897.  In  conformity  with 
the  regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board  I 
have  therefore  to  submit  to  you  a report  for  the 
second  half  of  the  year  only. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  population  of  the  district 


is  a decreasing  one,  as  shown  by  the  last  two  census 


returns : — 


Parishes. 


Population. 


1881 


1891. 


Ashley 

Mucclestone 


Tyrley 


806 

76B 

766 

2335 


797 

709 

721 


2227 


The  number  of  births  for  the  half  year  registered 
in  the  throe  parishes  of  the  district  was  31,  giving 
a birth-rate  of  28  • 0 per  1,000. 


The  number  of  deaths  for  the  half  year  was  14. 


Parishes. 

Deaths. 

u 

j Males. 

Females. 

Popu- 

lation 

Death 
rate  per 
1,000 

Ashley 

4 

2 

2 

797 

Mucclestone  

6 

3 

3 

709 

Tyrley  

4 

3 

1 

721 

Total  .... 

14 

8 

6 

2227 

12-56 

Til  ere  were  only  twO'  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases 
during  the  half  year  in  the  whole  district,  viz.,  one 
from  measles  and  one  from  diphtheria,  giving  a 
zymotic  death-rate  of  1.7  per  1,000. 

The  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  for  the  half  year 
was  14:  Under  one  year,  2;  one  year  and  under 
five,  0 ; five  and  under  15,  1 ; 15  and  under  25,  3 ; 
25  and  under  65,  5;  65  and  upwards,  3. 

Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  half  year  five 
cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  toi  me,  two  of  which 
were  undoubtedly  imported  into  the  district.  The 
only  other  case  of  infectious  disease  reported  tO'  me 
during  the  half  year  in  your  district  was  one  of 


enteric  fever  at  Aslilcy.  In  July  I issued  a certifi- 
cate to  the  Manag'ers  of  the  Schools  at  Muckleetone 
to  authorize  them  to  close  the  schools  for  ai  month 
in  consequence  of  an  epidemic  of  measles  then 
prevalent  in  the  parish. 

Water  Supply. — I analysed  a number  of  samples 
of  water  taken  from  suspected  and  other  wells  in 
the  district  during  the  half  year;  but  owing  to  the 
- severe  epideniiics  of  enteric  fever  during  the  jiast 
year  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  issued  a circular  to  the 
sanitary  authorities  throughout  the  kingdom,  sug- 
gesting a frequent  and  particular  examination  of  the 
sources  of  water  supply  throughout  the  district  in 
future. 

Nuisances,  etc. — I append  the  report  of  Mr. 
Alcock,  yom*  Inspector  of  Nuisances:  — 

In  concluding  my  first  armual  report,  at  gives  me 
much  satisfaction  tc  be  able  to  report  such  an  ex- 
ceptionally healthy  state  of  the  district. — 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully. 


A.  MACQUEEN,  M.D. 
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Samples  of  Water  for  Analy- 
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Reprinted  from  the  “ Newport  and  Market  Drayton 
Advertiser,”  March  19th,  1898. 


